
 

 

 

 
 

  
Today we will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper together with Christians around the world. You are invited 

to bring to worship whatever bread and drink you have available in your home to join us in Communion, 

trusting that God can do mysterious and miraculous things with ordinary objects like bread and juice and in 

ordinary places like our own homes. 
 

  We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE      Chorale Variations on “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” — Franklin D. Ashdown 

  Mark Cole, organ 
 

WELCOME  Nikki Passante 
 

OPENING SENTENCES    

One: We gather from the west to the east, from the south to the north, 

All:  to celebrate the God of peace who accompanies us in our acts of peace. 

One: This God of peace accompanies us in each and every circumstance around us. 

All:  We praise God’s name! Amen! 

— Rev. Gloria Ulloa, Presbyterian Church of Colombia 
 

MUSIC Meditation on CHRIST WHOSE GLORY (“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”) (page 7 below) 
 

OPENING PRAYER: Rebeca Silva De Foote 

(Let us pray) 

Our God who is 

Our Creator God, 

Our Heavenly Father, 

Bless us with discomfort at easy answers, 

half-truths and superficial relationships. 

Bless us with anger at injustice, 

oppression and exploitation of people. 

Bless us with tears to shed 

for those who suffer from pain, 

rejection, starvation and war. 

Bless us with enough foolishness 

to believe that we can make a difference in this 

world. 

(Oremos)   

Dios nuestro,  creador y padre celestial, 

Líbranos de las respuestas fáciles, de las medias 

verdades y de las relaciones superficiales.  

Líbranos del abuso y de la explotación de la gente. 

Bendícenos con lágrimas para derramarlas por quienes 

sufren dolor, rechazo, hambre y guerra. 

Líbranos de la insensatez de creer que podemos hacer 

una diferencia en este mundo. 

En el nombre del Padre, del Hijo y del Espíritu Santo. 

Amén. 

 

 

— A Non-traditional blessing by Sister Ruth Fox

 

MUSIC Meditation on PESCADOR DE HOMBRES “Tú has venido a la orilla” (page 8 below) 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Peter Leibensperger 

One: Seeking the Healer’s mercy and restoration, let us confess our sins against  

God, earth, and neighbor.   

 

World Communion Sunday 
October 4, 2020 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: O Great Spirit, whose voice we hear in the winds, and whose breath gives life to all the world, 

hear us!  We are small and weak. We need your strength and wisdom. Let us walk in beauty, 

and make our eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset. Let our hands respect the things you 

have made and our ears sharp to hear your voice. Make us wise so that we may understand the 

things you have taught our people. Let us learn the lessons you have hidden in every leaf and 

rock. We seek strength, not to be greater than our brother or sister, but to fight our greatest 

enemy — ourselves. Make us always ready to come to you with clean hands and straight eyes. 

So when life fades, as the fading sunset, our spirit may come to you without shame.   

   — Chief Yellow Lark, Lakota, 1887 
 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: People of God, our sins are forgiven. 

The Lord is loving, and we are reconciled to God.  

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew.  Amen! 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Holy Spirit, grant us openness and give us understanding of what each one of us needs to receive 

through Holy Scripture.  When we are facing a difficult choice between the easy and the right 

decision, help us to choose the narrow path. We also pray for all who are about to set on an 

adventurous journey of faith anywhere in the world. Amen. 

— Magdaléna Trgalová, Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren 
 

SCRIPTURE   Matthew 21: 33-46 

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a 

wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When 

the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized 

his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the 

first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect 

my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill 

him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now 

when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put 

those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 

produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that 

the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our 

eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 

produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 

crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 

realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 
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One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S GREETING   Gabrielle Heimerling 
 

ANTHEM  “I am His, and He Is Mine” — Paul S. Jones 

  Gordon Blodgett, voice; Mark Cole, piano 
 

COMMUNION MEDITATION  “Denial is Not Just a River in Egypt” Rev. Passante 
 

We Respond in Faith  
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

THE IMMIGRANTS CREED 

by Jose Luis Casal 
 

I believe in Almighty God, 

who guided the people in exile and in exodus, 

the God of Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon, 

the God of foreigners and immigrants. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, a displaced Galilean, 

who was born away from his people and his home, who fled 

his country with his parents when his life was in danger. 

When he returned to his own country he suffered under the oppression of Pontius Pilate, 

the servant of a foreign power. Jesus was persecuted, beaten, tortured, and unjustly 

condemned to death. 

But on the third day Jesus rose from the dead, 

not as a scorned foreigner but to offer us citizenship in God’s kingdom. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the eternal immigrant from God’s kingdom among us, 

who speaks all languages, lives in all countries, 

and reunites all races. 
 

I believe that the Church is the secure home 

for foreigners and for all believers. 

I believe that the communion of saints begins 

when we embrace all God’s people in all their diversity. 

I believe in forgiveness, which makes us all equal before God, 

and in reconciliation, which heals our brokenness. 

I believe that in the Resurrection 

God will unite us as one people 

in which all are distinct and all are alike at the same time. 

I believe in life eternal, in which no one will be foreigners 

but all will be citizens of the kingdom 

where God reigns forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Rev. Casal is the retired World Mission Executive Director for the PC(USA). 
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CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Invitation 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

One: The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you.  

One: Lift up your hearts.  

All:  We lift them to the Lord.  

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

One: Everlasting God, we praise you for making us in your image, setting us in this world to love 

and to serve you.  When we rebelled against you, refusing to trust and obey you, you did not 

reject us, and instead claiming us as your own, you looked at us with Love.  
 

Great and wonderful are your works Almighty God; your ways are true and just.  With people 

from all times and places and the communion of saints in every age, we lift our hearts in 

joyful praise, for you alone are Holy.  Everlasting God, give us your Holy Spirit in the 

breaking of this bread and the sharing of this cup, that we may be drawn together as one, 

joined to Christ the Lord, receive new life, and remain his glad and faithful people until that 

day when we feast with him in glory.  
 

Loving God, as we are fed in in this Sacrament.  Breathe new life into your people here, 

nourish us with your Spirit now, send us out in your power to live and work to your praise and 

glory, for the sake of the Living Christ.       
 

We are the Body of Christ.  Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, Almighty God, now and forever.   
 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  

Distribution of the Elements 

Breaking of the Bread 

For in the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to God, broke it 

and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat: This is my body which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me!” 

Pouring of the Cup 

In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave it to them 

saying: “Drink this, all of you. This cup is the new covenant sealed with my blood, shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

PRAYER OF AFFIRMATION 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Voluntary on “Let Us Break Bread Together” — Franklin D. Ashdown    Mark Cole, organ 
 

 

  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
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WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever 

people gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information 

or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 
 

THANK YOU FOR CELEBRATING WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY WITH US – As part of 

today’s recognition of the worldwide communion of saints, you are invited to participate in the PC(USA)’s 

Peace and Global Witness Offering. The funds collected today will be shared with the larger mission of the 

denomination and this church’s own mission projects. This year, our portion (25%) will go to REHAB 

Project, Pakistan/Shakila Rani (through Asian Christian Ministries). As always, Shakila and her work are 

in our prayers. Donations can be made online or in the offering drive through after church. 
 

DEACONS OFFERING ALSO COLLECTED TODAY – Today is the first Sunday of the month, blue 

envelope Sunday. The Deacons support multiple missions such as Caring Hearts, UrbanPromise, the 

Community Caseworker, and college scholarships. Thank you for your steady support! 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continue in the church driveway each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. Greet properly masked and socially distanced pastors and elders when you 

pull through to the office-side door. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

WE WELCOME GORDON BLODGETT – Our anthem this morning will be performed by our new 

bass section leader, Gordon Blodgett.  Gordon, a Bass-Baritone, is an aspiring actor, storyteller and opera 

singer from New Franklin, Missouri. He currently attends Temple University’s Boyer College of Music 

and Dance, obtaining a Masters in Vocal Performance. Over the last 3 years, he has understudied for roles 

in Die Zauberflöte, Carmen, and L'elisir D'amore, attended Springfield Regional Operas Young Artist 

Program, performed with the Tulsa Opera for their production of Carmen, and studied with acclaimed 

vocalist Jennifer Forni. Currently, he studies with Dr. Kathryn Leemhuis. He lives near Temple University 

with his research biologist wife, Whitney Blodgett, and their three cats, Smokey, Nagini, and Theo. 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR OCTOBER 4: 
 

Prelude – Chorale Variations on “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 

Johann Crüger (b. Grossbriesen, Prussia, Germany, 1598; d. Berlin, Germany, 1662) composed Schmücke 

Dich for Johann Franck’s text and first published the tune as a setting for Franck’s first stanza in Geistliche 

Kirchen-Melodien. The tune name is the incipit of the original German text. Johann S. Bach used this tune 

in his Cantata 180; he and many other composers have written organ preludes on this melody. 
 

Franklin D. Ashdown (b. 1942) is a composer and medical doctor, who has pursued dual careers for the 

past three decades. Ashdown is a widely published composer of organ and choral music. 
 

Meditation on CHRIST WHOSE GLORY, “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” 

Written by the great hymn writer Charles Wesley (1707–1788), this text was published in three stanzas 

in Hymns and Sacred Poems, compiled in 1740 by Charles Wesley and his brother, John. James 

Montgomery (1771–1854) called it “one of Charles Wesley's loveliest progeny.” 
 

Meditation on PESCADOR DE HOMBRES, “Tú has venido a la orilla” 

This hymn was written by Cesáreo Gabaráin (1936–1991) in 1979. Gabaráin was a Spanish priest involved in 

liturgical renewal following Vatican II. 
 

Postlude - Voluntary on “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

Some of the stanzas of this African American spiritual may date back to the eighteenth century. Other stanzas 

have been added by oral tradition. The tune, like the text, has been subject to variation. The hymn became 

widely known after publication in The Second Book of Negro Spirituals (1926), compiled by the brothers 

James Weldon Johnson and Rosamond Johnson. 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
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THANKS FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE – Eighty-five backpacks—and the school supplies to 

fill them—were donated this year and have been distributed through Camden Community Center and St. 

Wilfrid’s. Thank you for your help in getting the school year off to a strong start! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS OFF AND RUNNING – Find details of our children’s programs and links to 

Sunday School lessons on the church website: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Contact Director 

of Youth and Family Ministries Gab Heimerling with questions.  
 

MUSIC IS IN FULL SWING AS WELL (Bell ringers will forgive the pun) – Find rehearsal schedules 

and information about how virtual and in-person choirs will operate this fall on the church 

www.haddonfieldpres.org/music-ministry. Contact Peter Leibensperger for information.  
 

IMPORTANT CONVERSATION LAUNCHES MATTHEW 25 INITIATIVE – In recognition of 

Indigenous People’s Day (Columbus Day), we invite you to a congregational discussion on race as a launch 

to our Matthew 25 Church commitment. Hosted by the Justice and Advocacy Committee, this is a racism 

101 discussion. We will discuss racism vocabulary, have time for breakout discussions, and learn more 

about the Matthew 25 commitment. It will be the first of ongoing weekly discussions, which will be held on 

Sunday mornings from 9-10. We invite you to come with open hearts and minds, recognizing that we aren’t 

used to speaking about race…while equally recognizing the vital importance of learning how to do so. 

Monday, October 12, 7-8:30 p.m. – come step into brave space with us! RSVP to the church office (856) 

429-1960 or Becky Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com to get the Zoom link. 
 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY MEETS THIS WEDNESDAY – The Porch Study will meet October 7 and 21 

and November 11 to study Max Lucado’s Advent series. Please join us for study, fellowship and prayer. 

You don't need to attend each session and there is no work you are required to do before meeting. If you 

would like to participate, please email Rebecca in the church office or Deb Nussbaum at 

debranussbaum1987@gmail.com and Kristin Carberry will add your address to our Zoom mailing list.   
 

FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY MEETS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 at 8:00 p.m. to continue 

discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of Imperfection. If you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab 

Heimerling who will provide the zoom link. Study materials are available at www.haddonfieldpres.org on the 

Adult Education tab. 
 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS – Bring your furry, prickly, scaly, feathered family members to a special 

Zoom event that will acknowledge the great blessing of pets. Sunday, October 25 after worship. Details and 

Zoom link to come in future bulletins and the weekly email. 
 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS COMING IN NOVEMBER – COVID cancelled the spring new members’ 

class, but we have regrouped for fall. Mark your Zoom calendars for Sundays November 8 and 15 at 1 p.m. 

Come learn what First Presbyterian is all about. RSVP to Pastor Nikki, npassante@haddonfieldpres.org.   
 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS – Schedule a time to chat with Nikki this Tuesday, October 6, from 9 

to 11 or with Doug and Nikki any subsequent Tuesday through November 15. Please make a reservation! To 

book your 30-minute time slot, contact Rebecca at the church number (856) 429-1960 or by email 

rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Nikki’s Thursday Bible study continues its 

exploration of the Gospel of Mark. Discussions now take place on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. Here is 

the link. Join Nikki at any time for fellowship and discussion!  
 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/childrenT
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/music-ministry
mailto:pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
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JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an 

informal conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format 

is simple: Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, 

responses, and general wonderings about the text. For Tuesday, October 6, the focus is on Matthew 25:31-

46. Here’s the Zoom link.  
 

ON-GOING NEEDS AT ST. WILFRID’S OPEN DOOR CLINIC: 

Paper grocery bags to line plastic grocery bags to hold 20+pounds of groceries and plastic newspaper bags 

to hold hygiene products, 15 oz size peanut butter, tuna, canned fruit and vegetables, pasta, sauce, 

rice, dried beans, feminine hygiene pads, adult diapers – medium and large, kid’s diapers – all sizes, 

gift cards for Shoprite or Aldi’s. Donations may be dropped off at FPC on Sundays during the drive-thru 

time from 11am-12pm. Or weekdays in the bin behind Grace Episcopal Church. Read about the Open Door 

Clinic in the Weekly Email. Questions?  Want to help?  Call Jill Mascena (856-428-7342) 

www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 
 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can 

now find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

YOUR OFFERING – SAVING PAPER, SAVING COSTS – Are you still using paper envelopes for 

your offering? Would you be willing to give them up to save the church some money? Alternatives 

are giving online, using no envelope, or using your own envelopes. We promise to remind you when it 

is time for special offerings such as Deacons, Per Capita, Peace Offering, and One Great Hour of 

Sharing. To give the online giving system a try, click on https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-

/give/now. Email any questions to Kris Bean, kbean@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

SPEAKING OF PER CAPITA… Thank you to all who have done your part to reimburse the church for the 

Per Capita payment paid to Presbytery every year. Per Capita is the church’s contribution to the larger 

denomination, the source of many resources that guide mission and programs year in and year out. We ask 

each confirmed member to take on $37 of the overall cost. If you haven’t yet paid for 2020, now is the time. 
 

PREVIEW OF THE SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAY, October 11: Matthew 25:31-46 – ‘Come, you that 

are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was 

hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me’ (verses 34-35). 
 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
mailto:kbean@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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